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The LDRC Project (Learning Disabilities Resource Community) is a virtual information community created to benefit all individuals affected by learning disabilities either as an individual with LD, a parent, teacher, researcher, other professionals or a concerned community member. It is a place to gain knowledge about learning disabilities, discover new teaching and educational tools, share information and experiences, and contribute to a greater understanding of Learning Disabilities.














 Features of the LDRC











The LDRC provides an electronic magazine dedicated to issues pertaining to learning disabilities. These articles of knowledge can be peer reviewed papers, research contributed from innovative researchers in the field, editorials, or just a personal story sharing a valuable experience. Two recent articles include: 


Sept 18, 2002 - Rebuttal to Article Entitled:Irlen Filters and Learning Disabilities 





Aug 2, 2002- Integra: Tips for Parents.





� HYPERLINK "http://www.ldrc.ca/contents" ��www.ldrc.ca/contents�
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LD related ARTICLES


LD related EVENTS














LD related PROJECTS


LD WEB DATABASE











Here you will find a listing of LD events across Canada. Two upcoming events include:


Oct 1, 2002- Understanding Challenging Behaviour.


 


Oct 14, 2002 – Supporting the Individual with Seizure Disorder in the Classroom.





� HYPERLINK "http://www.ldrc.ca/community/events" ��www.ldrc.ca/community/events� �

















EVENTS





WEB DATABASE





There is a listing of LD related web sites updated by members of the community. Two recent additions include:


Aug 26, 2002-Boggle’s World—ESL Teacher’s Resource





Aug 21, 2002 – The Collaborative Group for Learning Disabilities in the North West…





� HYPERLINK "http://www.ldrc.ca/resources/links" ��www.ldrc.ca/resources/links� 











 Latest News and LDRC Update














There is also a listing of projects related to LD. Two recent projects are:


Sept 24. 2002 – Learning to Learn: Thinking and Learning Skills





Jul 23, 2002 – A-Tutor-Adaptive Learning Environment…





� HYPERLINK "http://www.ldrc.ca/projects" ��www.ldrc.ca/projects� 











PROJECTS





� HYPERLINK "http://www.ldrc.ca/ads/phpAdsNew/adclick.php?bannerid=26&zoneid=0&source=&dest=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.utoronto.ca%2Fatrc" \t "_blank" �� HYPERLINK "http://www.ldrc.ca/ads/phpAdsNew/adclick.php?bannerid=26&zoneid=0&source=&dest=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.utoronto.ca%2Fatrc" \t "_blank" �� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.ldrc.ca/ads/phpAdsNew/banners//atrc_sm.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.ldrc.ca/ads/phpAdsNew/banners//atrc_sm.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����








 � HYPERLINK "http://www.ldao.on.ca" \o "LDAO Logo" �� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.ldrc.ca/images/ldao_logo.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����











 





� HYPERLINK "http://www.ldac-taac.ca/" \o "LDAC Logo" �� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.ldrc.ca/images/peoplesm.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����








� HYPERLINK "http://olt-bta.hrdc-drhc.gc.ca/" \o "OLT Logo" �� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.ldrc.ca/images/olt_logo.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����





 Knowledge Building











Can you contribute to the public understanding of LD?  Do you have LD related knowledge, expertise, materials, curriculum or personal experiences that can help learners with LD better adapt, develop skills, and allow them to become productive members of their communities? Visit the LDRC site and learn more about how you can become involved!








This Edition…


 











Contact us:


info@ldrc.ca


 














Destination Success Call for Proposals


The next Destination Success conference is scheduled for May 4th to 6th 2003 in Barrie, Ontario.  There is currently a call for proposals. This Call for Proposals is an invitation for you to present at Destination Success 2003. The 2003 conference will focus on Building Accessible Learning and Work Communities and will examine issues related to learning disabilities including universal instructional design, breakthroughs in teaching practices, evaluating student success, and the broadening application of adaptive technology to the home, school and work. Deadline for submitting proposals is November 30th, 2002. Visit: www.ldrc.ca/community/events/event.php?event_id=270&
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LD FORUMS











Funded in part by the Office of Learning Technology (OLT)











Learning to Learn launches on October 14, 2002





The Learning to Learn course is scheduled for official launching on October 14, 2002. It has already been made available to the LDRC community for previewing. The Learning to Learn course, previously offered on the SNOW site, centers on developing self-awareness, and includes a wide variety of readings and activities to help learners experience their minds in action. The course is currently being offered free of charge as we refine the content. Visit the Learning to Learn project page (� HYPERLINK "http://www.ldrc.ca/projects/projects.php?id=26" ��www.ldrc.ca/projects/projects.php?id=26�) for instructions on accessing the course.











 Advertise your LD related Products and Services 





Release of the Demo version of A-Tutor





On July 23rd the LDRC released its latest demo version of A-Tutor (www.atutor.ca/demo). A-Tutor is a FREE adaptive learning environment and a Web-based course-authoring tool. Its main purpose is to create an accessible learning environment that is adaptable to a diverse range of learners—an environment that suites the skills and preferences of each individual learner. Learners with disabilities have many difficulties with online learning because of access issues resulting from their disability, or because the learning environment does not suite there preferred style of learning. A-Tutor can be adapted in many different ways to suit the preferences of each individual learner. A-Tutor has been created to:





Provide these and other learners with a learning environment that adapts to the varied characteristics of the learner. 


Allow Web developers and Web educators to easily develop online educational content to be presented via the Web in a structured learning environment. 


Host courses, or to publish Web-based course materials for students to access in an interactive learning environment. 


Allow online learners to arrange content in many different ways, adapting it to their preferred style or method of learning and navigating web-based instructional material.


 


Visit the A-Tutor website at � HYPERLINK "http://www.atutor.ca" ��www.atutor.ca� to learn more about it.





Informed Consumer’s Guide To Learning Disabilities


Informed Consumer’s Guide is a series geared at providing information that will help readers become better consumers of services purporting to help children and young people with learning disabilities. One of the most recent articles is on The Efficacy of Neurofeedback in the Management of Children with Attention Deficit/ Hyperactivity Disorder. While a significant body of research has studied the effects of neurofeedback treatments, virtually all of these leave room for effects from sources other than the neurofeedback. Well-controlled scientific studies have not been published either to refute or to support the effectiveness of EEG neurofeedback for children with ADHD. Until further research is conducted, the research pertaining to the effectiveness of EEG treatments will remain inconclusive. Visit the LDRC site to read the full article: www.ldrc.ca/contents/view_article/206/


Another article submitted to the Informed Consumer series looks at the origins, and research, surrounding the use of Irlen lenses and overlays to improve reading for learners with so called "Scotopic Sensitivity Syndrome (SSS)." This article suggests that while there are many anecdotal reports of benefit derived from the use of Irlen filters, there is no solid scientific evidence to suggest that these benefits are any more than a placebo. Learn more about the issues surrounding Irlen filters and SSS by reading Irlen Filters and Learning Disabilities: www.ldrc.ca/contents/view_article/207/ 	


In a rebuttal to this article, Dr. Greg Robinson, argues that the viewpoint presented was narrow and misguided in its conclusion that the evidence for the use of Irlen filters is weak and largely unsubstantiated. Dr. Robinson conducts research in the area of Irlen Syndrome and in his rebuttal tries to provide us with what he claims to be a more balanced review of the evidence currently out there on the efficacy of Irlen filters. To read the rebuttal article, go to: www.ldrc.ca/contents/view_article/210/








The LDRC is now offering economical advertising space for those who wish to market an LD related product or service. Proceeds from LDRC banner advertising will help us recover the costs associated with maintaining the LDRC site and keeping the information on the site up to date. If you have a product or service that would benefit the learning disabilities community, please visit the LDRC site (� HYPERLINK "http://www.ldrc.ca" ��www.ldrc.ca�) for more information about creating an instant advertisers account, and displaying your banners on our site.
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Funded in part by the Office of Learning Technology (OLT)











DIRECTORY





There is also a listing of LD related services. Two recent additions include:


Jul 28, 2002 –Dr. Morgan  E Forbes…





June 17, 2002 -- Spell Read P.A.T. Learning Systems Inc….





� HYPERLINK "http://www.ldrc.ca/community/directory" ��www.ldrc.ca/community/directory� 




















��


Register now 


for the Learning to Learn course


www.ldrc.ca/projects/atutor/login.php?course=7
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